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UNESCO
City of Design
Workshop Summary
November 2019

Workshop Focus;
To work with representatives of
Canberra's craft and design
community to co-design an
application approach for Canberra to
become a UNESCO City of Design

Workshop Agenda
As part of the Design Canberra Festival, a workshop was held
on Monday 18 November 2019, to continue the discussion
regarding Canberra seeking designation as a UNESCO city of
design.
Members of the ACT Craft and Design community gathered to
show their support and develop narratives in support of the
ACT Government pursing an application process in coming
years.

UNESCO City of Design
Insights and Inspirations

Insights and Inspiration
In 2018 the Craft and Design Community
concluded that the following impacts should
Canberra achieve designation as a UNESCO City
of Design;
1.

Canberra becomes a more appealing creative city, and is
connected to a global community to other design focused
economy’s

2.

Goods and services that originate in Canberra are known
for their design authenticity and quality

3.

It strengthens our sense of community by giving a
common mindset that can unite us all

4.

We can demonstrate confidence and tell the nation who
we are

5.

The overall community sees and increase in wellbeing
and community pride, having taken ownership of
Canberra’s identity

6.

The ripple effects of increased economic activity
generated through international trade and tourism of
benefit for all

The following themes were identified during the
2018 discussions.

Inclusion

Governance

Authenticity

Identity

International

Attractiveness

Economy

Innovation

Livability

Insights and Inspiration
The most recent designation for a UNESCO City
of Design is Wuhan, in China. This extract, from
the Cities of Design Network website, was shared
with the Workshop group.

UNESCO City of Design
Our Strengths

Our Strengths
The group formed three table. Using a ‘world
café’ approach, the groups tackled three of the
2019 UNESCO City of Design Application
questions.
The groups needed to frame their ideas and
concepts to align with the Creative Cites Network
Mission Statement.

Our Strengths – Question 1
Main development opportunities and challenges facing the city – using creativity as a driver for action:
Every city is unique and pursues its own objectives according to its particular context and priorities. In this
section, candidate cities are invited to explain how they consider that culture and creativity – particularly in the
creative field concerned – can act as a driver for identifying the opportunities and challenges, and then
proposing interventions that seek to maximize the potential of the creative field concerned for sustainable urban
development and mitigate and resolve the challenges they face
The Design Community of Canberra has identified the
following opportunities and challenges associated with being
designated as a UN City of Design;
Opportunities

Constraints

-

To build on and strengthen the legacy of our National
Capita Plan, developed though an international design
competition launched in 1911.

-

We need to establish methods to manage opposition –
the likes of live music having noise impact for those close
to entertainment precincts.

-

To leverage existing built environment planning
processes and initiatives to improve design quality and
respond to climate needs.

-

We need to foster inclusive processes to build a culture of
community mindedness and equality of voice

-

Harness decision making in the public domain in a better
way – panels, citizen democratic experiments

-

Challenge of current investment levels in arts and
creative enterprise. Encourage government support in
attributing a percentage of private investment in
Canberra’s infrastructure and land development revenue
into the arts, craft and creative practice

-

Amplify opportunities and initiatives to bring government
and community together to co-create.

-

The scale of Canberra is perfect for urban experiments.
We can strengthen a culture of testing, learning and
refining to build scalable solutions, without significant
impact of larger cities.

-

Enhance appreciation of Design by community and
government through the collection and recording of
Design stories.

Our Strengths – Question 2
Global development strategies and policies
Presentation of the city’s main and global development strategies and policies, particularly those in line with the
international developed agendas such as the United Nations’2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
Canberra is a living design laboratory with a history of
experimentation.
Our people typically have more time, more money, less crisis
and are more educated when compared to other world cities.
This supports our culture of innovation. We have intellectual
firepower with high quality universities and national institutions
at our doorstep. Drawing on these levers enables Canberrans
to create distinctive design responses. For example the lease
hold land arrangements enables public control of land.
In Canberra we use a co-creative design process of
collaboration across sectors and boarders to build well being
and social inclusion. We repect and learn form our Indigenous
land custodians, the Ngunnawal people, address global
environmental challenge and nurture creative communities.
An example of this is the trial public housing experiments and
partnerships across sectors that has built new perspectives on
how to support people achieve housing security.

Our Strengths – Question 3
Expected impact of the designation and the membership on the sustainable development of the city
Presentation of the main reasons behind the decision to submit and application to the UNESCO Creative Cities
Network and the expected long-term impact of the designation for the sustainable development of the city,
particularly over the next four years following the eventual designation.
Being designated as a City of Design will amplify the role of
Design in Canberra, bringing it to the forefront of how we
tackle challenges. In turn this will become a focal point for
activity and increase opportunity for creative collaborations.
The Canberra Design community supports design thinking
being at the forefront of all decisions made in Canberra. We
are eager to accelerate Canberra establishing a niche in
creative knowledge economy. We believe this will lead to the
attraction and retainment of talent.
We see a future for a Canberra that is a more liveable, diverse
and innovative City. A City that is generous with inclusion and
invites people to participate through creative approaches to
contribute to the physical and social landscapes of community
on a daily basis.
Though formal recognition of Canberra as a City of Design, the
level of quality in design will be lifted for all. We see great
potential in the introduction of smarter regulatory controls to
support and reward those who invest in good design with a
credit rating and reward systems for improved design and
quality outcomes.

UNESCO City of Design
Next Steps

Next Steps
The workshop concluded with a plenary discussion to consider how the Craft and Design Community
can support Government in progressing with and application for Canberra to join the Creative Cities
Network and process with for an application for designation as a City of Design.
A whole of Government support is required in order for the
application process to succeed.

Cultural and Creative Cities Monitor

The Government has been considering responsibilities and
consequences associated with a designation. There is some
concern regarding exit approaches should the designation
have unintended consequences. At this stage there is no
apparent process for Cities to withdraw from the Creative
Cities Network should they choose to.

policy makers identify local strengths and opportunities and benchmark their cities against

It is estimated that the application and designation process
would cost between $200,000 - $500,000 per annum.
Further work is required to develop the business case to a
standard that is required for Cabinet support.
There is great potential to realise synergy between the
application and designation to build alignment between
Directorates and in time polices that govern Canberra.

The Cultural and Creative Cities Monitor is designed to help national, regional and municipal
similar urban centres using both quantitative and qualitative data. The Cultural and Creative
Cities Monitor is thus an instrument to promote mutual exchange and learning between
cities. For researchers, the pool of comparable data is expected to generate new questions
and insights into the role of culture and creativity in cities’ social and economic well being.
https://www.designcities.net/showroom/cultural-and-creative-cities-monitor/#prettyPhoto

